THE LEON BRADY
ARTS SCHOLARSHIP

Honoring Excellence in Music & Community Service

ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP

The Leon Brady Scholarship honors the remarkable legacy of a Louisiana-born jazz musician,
educator, and community pillar who dedicated his life to the youth and culture of Kansas City,
Kansas.

After graduating high school, Leon Brady joined the United States Air Force in 1949. Following
his military service, he earned his Bachelor of Science from Tennessee State University in 1957.
In 1959, he accepted a position as band director at Dunbar Elementary and Northeast Junior
High Schools in Kansas City, KS. He transferred to Sumner High School in 1966, where he
continued to shape generations of young musicians.

In 1969, Mr. Brady opened Progressive Music Studio in the historic Quindaro neighborhood of
Kansas City, KS, and in 1976 established Brady & Sons Music Company. In 2001, he launched
the Kansas City Youth Jazz program, cementing his role as a cornerstone of the local music
community.

Beyond the classroom, Mr. Brady was a performing member of the KC Jazz ensemble and
shared the stage with many renowned jazz musicians throughout his career. He was recognized
as an Elder Statesman of Kansas City Jazz and served on the Advisory Committee of the
Kansas City Jazz Orchestra.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

To be eligible, applicants must meet all of the following requirements:

* Currently enrolled as a senior at Sumner Academy of Arts & Science
* Pursuing an undergraduate or technical college degree/certificate in music
* Enrolled in Band, Chorale, Bella Voce, or other arts-related subjects



HOW TO APPLY

Applicants must submit a one-page informational letter that includes the following:

e Student's full name

* Answer the following question: How do you plan to continue your pursuit of the
musical arts in university or technical school? Please include your description of
educational pursuits and career goals.

* No more than 250 - 400 words in length

All application materials must be submitted online at sumnerscholarshipgala.com

Application Deadline: April 22, 2026 by 11:59pm

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Scholarship amount will vary.

To receive the scholarship funds, selected recipients must submit the following documentation
by June 15, 2026:

* Proof of high school graduation
* Proof of acceptance or enroliment at an accredited college or technical school

Funds will be distributed to selected recipients on or before July 2026.

In honor of Leon Brady's lifelong dedication to music, education, and the Kansas City community.


http://sumnerscholarshipgala.com

